SILK

PORTRAIT OF LOVE 

SYNOPSIS

Based on the number one best-selling novel written by internationally Alessandro Baricco, Silk - Portrait of Love is a romantic drama woven around a material of ethereal fragility. 

Directed by acclaimed filmmaker François Girard (Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould, The Red Violin, winner of an Oscar), Silk - Portrait of Love, starring Michael Pitt (Last Days, The Dreamers, The Village) Keira Knightley (Pirates of the Caribbean, Pride & Prejudice), Alfred Molina (Spider-Man 2, Frida, The Hoax) and Koji Yakusho (Babel, Memoirs of a Geisha). 

The French merchant Baldabiou (Molina) holds between his fingers a veil woven Japanese silk. ... It's like holding nothing.  

"You know what it is?" Baldabiou asks the mayor of Lavilledieu.

"Women," replied the mayor.

"Error," replied the merchant. "Money. Guy thing. " 

Silkworm eggs. In the palm of your hand you could have thousands. When the epidemic spread abroad pebrine, eggs hidden places like Africa and India became infected and European silk trade seemed doomed. 

For your business to remain profitable, Baldabiou decides to send a young military officer Herve Joncour ( Pitt ) to Japan in a dangerous mission, separating him for months from Helene (Knightley), his lovely and devoted wife, a school teacher. The island produced the finest silk in the world for thousands of years before the opening of the Suez Canal, Japan banned the entry of aliens. 

"This place, Japan, where is it exactly?" Question Herve. 

"Always straight ahead," answered Baldabiou, lifting the tip of his cane, pointing to him beyond the roofs of Saint August. "Until the end of the world." 

To get to this mysterious land, Herve travel through Europe, will first train from Vienna, through Moravia, and came to Kiev. There will ride 2,000 kilometers of ice to cross the Russian steppes and sail at sea in a ship smuggling. It will be hidden, blindfolded him and took him to the snowy Fukushima Mountains.  

This is where Herve encounters the powerful and feared baron, Hara Jubei (Yakusho), who will do business to buy silkworm eggs. And there, in a world unlike anything that Herve met in his previous life, he feels awed by the baron's concubine, a deeply mysterious girl of intoxicating beauty. Unable to speak the language of another, together they share this love obsessive and doomed. . . 

A film of uncommon beauty and a love mesmerizing, Silk - Portrait of Love is an epic historical romance ecstatic where East and West together.

ON PRODUCTION

" Silk is a short novel that can be read in a couple of hours, "says Nadine foulbrood co-producing on the work of the author Alessandro Baricco, romantic epic of 1996, international sales phenomenon, translated into 26 languages. "But what is fascinating about it is that there is a great story in this short book, written in very poetic language. And the challenge was how to transfer the story, which is told with such delicacy, "the movie." 

Leading the adaptation of this lyrical story of love is François Girard , the acclaimed filmmaker and theater director, with jobs as Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould (1993) and an Oscar-winning drama, The Red Violin (1998 .) To Silk , Girard brought together most of the production team that helped create as unique and satisfying views, including the cinematographer Alain Dostie and production designer Francois Seguin, who received a Genie Award for The Red Violin. 

"The Red Violin was a movie that we loved to do because we had to travel to many places and live through this beautiful object I had seen so much," says producer Niv Fichman, who is part of this movie continuity Girard . " And in some ways, Silk - Portrait of Love is an extension of that: it is about an explorer, a traveler who is an observer who eats everything around him. Respect everything you see and not try to change or control it, just trying to assimilate and understand. " 

"It is a story of time, but could be any time," says writer-director Girard , who has directed the work of Baricco once, by the staging of the play Novecento in Canada and the Edinburgh Festival in 2002. "Talk about us, about relationships and the complexity of how people live their relationships. It is a very fertile in this regard. On the one hand, provides the intimacy of the love story of Herve and Helene and obsession that he powered through the Japanese girl. Most of the story is very private and intimate. At the same time has a high quality epic journey from France to Japan in mid-nineteenth century. " 

            He found a Baldabiou in Verdun in the pool table.

            He always played alone, against himself. Games strangers.

            It was a normal shot, and the next he was using

            one hand. "The day that crippled hand wins,"

      said, "I will leave this city."

                                    -Silk by Alessandro Baricco 

Woven Silk

"Well, imagine the challenges involved in adapting a novel as beautiful and poetic and Silk , "says the co writer Michael Golding. "Usually, when you think about adapting a novel, the work is based on what is removed, because if they did complete was 12 or 20 hours. Silk - Portrait of Love is a different story. I feel the book is a series of beautiful prints in miniature, perfect small mosaics that miraculously add up to create a strong and emotional blow. " 

Baricco If the material is a prose poem, one that at first seems immune to being transferred to another medium, is also a rich history of cinema contrast: East versus West, the fragility of the eggs of silk textile industry versus the Trade, the inexperience of youth versus the leap into the unknown, epic journeys by land and by sea versus the most intimate revelation of the heart. 

"There is a single bone in my body that wants to betray this story yet-no one should say 'translate' say 'transformar'-the novel into something that works in other media, and that's the challenge," says Golding. "Movies are stories and there must be a strong narrative thread. How do we tell the story? What more important and what we leave subtle and invisible in the background? I think one of the things that was most important highlight was Helene, and that the book is just a shadow and it is very important because of its power lies in being unconditional. " 

            "Once I met a man who built a railway

to himself. And you know what? The built right like an arrow, hundreds of miles without a single curve. There was a reason, but I do not remember what it was. Forget the reasons. "

                                          -Silk by Alessandro Baricco 

The Garden of Helene

One of the great achievements of the adaptation process was the development of Helene, the faithful wife of Herve, who, very importantly, is what holds the key to the mystery at the heart of the story. While in the novel, Helene exist as a shadowy figure, the film emphasizes this character. And Keira Knightley, the filmmakers felt blessed to have this young actress of such great talent.  

"I am a big fan of the book," says Knightley, one of Hollywood's preferred audience for his work on the trilogy of Pirates of the Caribbean and the Oscar-nominated Pride & Prejudice, Jane Austen. "I gave it a friend a few years ago and was one of those things where a group of acquaintances we passed the book to one another, we were absolutely obsessed. And in the book, Helene is almost transparent. It is mentioned many times but never in detail. It was very interesting to develop this character. I like the idea of playing someone who controls their emotions, someone who does not externalize your feelings. Since many women I played with strong character, and really wanted to play somebody quieter and more internally. " 

Completing what Baricco left intentionally elusive, the writers brought him to Helene gave him a vocation and a garden worthy of Monet. "We need to make a few changes, give the Helene Herve garden to have its own world," says Girard . "We also need to make school teacher to have a life when you go Herve. I would say that was our main battle, sketch after sketch, revise again and again how to make a character Helene blood. " 

'Helene remains a distant player', describes the production foulbrood, 'but she'll have the key to the film and its final conclusion, that the public will reconsider everything that has seen so far. "Michael and Francois say that Helene was the most difficult character," says Knightley. "I love what she does not say. I think the most beautiful and fascinating is that Helene did not understand until he dies, until he finally understands Herve. " 

Fichman Producer agrees: "The crucial point on which all agree is that in a modern film can not have a character to support her husband no matter what happens, though she suspects that are being deceived, did not seem right do so. We work hard to expand the character and making Helene in a much more complex and much stronger. " 

The other actors working in Silk - Love Portrait of a given sample of this Canadian co-production Italian and Japanese. "We have the best Herve with Michael Pitt , "says Girard of the actor known to audiences for his role in Gus Van Sant film Last Days, The Dreamers Bernardo Bertolucci, M. Night Shyamalan's The Village, Bully Larry Clark, and John Cameron Mitchell Hedwig and the Angry Inch. "He has the perfect sensitivity. The first time I met Michael I could not believe how close the character was, is the same age, physical appearance and attitude. Michael does not talk too much, he takes his time before answering or commenting on something, and that's how we saw Herve. " 

Pitt of Herve, a character who exists mostly as an observer, one whose dialogues are mostly reflections voiceover says: "The challenge is that there is a character who externalize their emotions and sometimes it is difficult to interpret that. It easier if you're expressive, because you can talk. It is more difficult to say without speaking because people do not notice it much. " 

Baldabiou playing the role of an entrepreneur who aims to revive the fortunes of the city reopened the mill, is Alfred Molina, an actor who feels equally comfortable in art films, blockbuster movies and theater (The Hoax, Frida, Chocolate , The Da Vinci Code, Spider-Man 2, and the new Broadway version of Fiddler on the Roof.) 

"Baldabiou is a man who seems to come from nowhere in particular, it just comes," explains Molina. "In a sense it is like a puppet master. Does not show much respect for the authorities as it does the rest. What gives the story is that is a catalyst for the adventure that Michael's character, Herve, will take. "Foulbrood Producer adds:" Alfred is like a magician. It is a character that goes beyond reality and there is nobody in the world who could play the role. It's a dream come true. " 

One of the most acclaimed actors in Japan, is the charismatic Koji Yakusho, who was nominated nine times for the Japanese Academy Award. Yakusho is known to Western audiences for her performances in the original version of Shall We Dance?, Memoirs of a Geisha, and recently for his role in the Gutierrez Alejandro Inarritu film Babel. "Koji is a wonderful actor," says co-writer Golding. "He brings so much to the character, just walk towards the screen and has a weight and a unique depth." 

For the crucial role of the mysterious and intoxicating girl, Girard discovered Sei Ashina after considering thousands of candidates in Japan. "I never interviewed so many actresses for a role as I did with the role of Silk Girl," says Girard . "But when I met Sei knew I had found something that was so hard to find, it's that balance between great beauty and inner depth. She should not only be beautiful. . . should be attractive in a very deep, and that quality is what I found in Sei. " 

            The remaining time was occupied with

      a succession of habits to ward off sadness.

Occasionally, on windy days, going to the lake and spend hours watching him because somehow inexplicable,

      water showed him his life had been, in all its glory.

                                    -Silk by Alessandro Baricco 

"A Japanese adventure"

Travel by wagon, horseback, on foot and by sea. Passages across the Alps and the Steppes Ukrainians. Travel blindfolded on a boat by smugglers. French gardens and factories. A nineteenth century Japanese city. . . if you find analogies film for Baricco's ethereal prose was a challenge for the makers of Silk - Portrait of a Love, realize those visual images was another big challenge. 

For the people of Lavilledieu and elsewhere in France, the production utilized numerous locations in Italy, including Sermoneta, Ronciglione Vicarello, Pigna and Rome. "What made it possible filmáramos in Italy was that we found a beautiful town called Sermoneta that is an hour and a half from Rome, "explains production designer Francois Seguin. "Sermoneta is a city without restorations and made of stone that has a small plaza where there is enough space to build a French landscape."  

For the Japanese city that exists "at the end of the world," the decision was to build an entire town in Japan. "The Europeans are decorated my world, architecture is a language I know. But the other half of Silk - Portrait of a Love represents my first real contact with Japanese culture, and I was lucky to meet great partners, "says Seguin." The greatest scenery in Japan is the people who build, which does not name. It's huge. " 

Built near the small town of Matsumoto in Nagano Prefecture, "Hara Jubei City was designed by Seguin and was built entirely by Japanese art director who hired Fumio Ogawa sixty Japanese craftsmen and artists. Funds were also used extraordinary natural, with mountains and forests, also filmed Sakata City in the Sea of Japan, at the mouth of the Mogami River in Yamagata Prefecture. 

The construction of the city took two months, including twelve structures. "Each building has windows, doors, everything is very functional," says Seguin. "Of course the inside of the buildings are incomplete, but the extras can go wherever they want in the city, opening doors, entering, spying, is a beautiful scenery."  

The meticulous production is extended to the locker room, connecting cultures and continents as delicately as suggested by the title of the film. "We never see a film a scene with a thousand extras," says costume designer Carlo Poggioli. "If everyone here, we have around 2,000 costumes." 

If Silk - Portrait of Love is an epic with an intimate feeling must have an unforgettable visual style. This story is told Herve, and narrates the entire film looking at the past, a story that emphasizes the ties between the slow and memory.

"I never worked with a filmmaker who said, 'Slow down, take time with this scene,'" says Knightley. "Normally, directors say, 'Hurry, get the break, come quick, quick, go to the next." Francois insists instead on the movement and slow and that is something wonderful. " 

"The way you write and how Baricco François films are very similar," says Poggioli. Molina agrees: "We want the beauty, the vulnerability of things." With Silk - Portrait of a Love, Girard and company created work as hard and bright as the prose in which it is based. "It's a good name for the novel and the movie because they both have that quality dreamy," says Pitt . "Everything flows together." 

"I think we need more beauty in the film," says Golding. "Our world is hardening. The world is tough and images, especially in recent years have been very rude and I do not mean that it is wrong. I support that, but, as the audience want to see beauty. I do not want to see a beauty that is only superficial, not want it to be nice to show something simply beautiful. When you have a story you can go deep and showing it in beautiful images, I think it provides something that the world longs to see. And I think Francois is a master at this kind of cinematic history. Seeing your shots and their composition and you realize. "  

ON THE LIST

MICHAEL PITT (Herve Joncour) 

In the summer of 2000, Michael Pitt arrived at the cinema as one of 25 New Faces of Independent Film by Filmmaker Magazine in his role as Tommy Gnosis in the Sundance Film Festival 2001 Hedwig And The Angry Inch, directed by John Cameron Mitchell. He went to work for the director Larry Clark in the summer 2001 launch BULLY and the director Gus Van Sant in FINDING FORRESTER. Michael co-starred with Sandra Bullock Murder By Numbers directed by internationally acclaimed director Barbet Schroeder for Castle Rock Entertainment that had its world premiere at the Cannes Film Festival 2002. In 2004, she starred in Bernardo Bertolucci's THE DREAMERS. The film premiered at the Venice Film Festival 2003 and the United States with a controversial NC-17 rating. He and Gus Van Sant returned to work together in 2005, when he starred in LAST DAYS for HBO / Picturehouse. 

2007 brought two projects to the screen; SILK - Portrait of a love based on the novel by Alessandro Baricco directed by Francois Girard , starring Keira Knightley, Alfred Molina and Koji Yakusho and the new version of the violent and psychological drama directed by FUNNY GAMES winner Michael Haneke. The film also stars Naomi Watts and Tim Roth. Other film projects include: DELIRIOUS, THE HAWK IS DYING, THE HEART IS Deceitful Above All Things, THE VILLAGE, RHINOCEROS EYES (2003 Discovery Award / Toronto Film Festival) Jailbait (Premiere: 2004 Tribeca Film Festival and Grand Jury Prize winner in 2004 Film Festival Lake Placid). 

Michael's roots are in theater and in the summer of 1999 Michael made his debut off-Broadway starring Dalton in the theater production in New York called The Trestle at Pope Lick Creek by Naomi Wallace written and directed by Lisa Peterson . Daily Variety called her performance "remarkable" and the New York Post wrote, " Pitt Dalton brings to all the poetry, passion and openness that has the force and the text. "Michael reunited with Miss Wallace theatrical release in the U.S. birdy at Duke University in the spring of 2000. Other stage work includes Monster, an adaptation of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein directed by award-winning Tony & Obie, the director Michael Grief. 

Michael also worked with the director Faye Dunaway in the short THE YELLOW BIRD. Other film credits include CAFE MAMBO and HI LIFE. The television credits include guest-starring role on LAW & ORDER: Special Victims Unit and a recurring role as guest star on Dawson's Creek in the 1999/2000 season.  

Among his talents, Michael is an artist, writer, filmmaker and musician is recording and performing with his band Pagoda. " The CD of the band that bears the same name was released by Ecstatic Peace label earlier this year. His music is part of the movie Last Days. Born and raised in New Jersey. 

Keira Knightley (Helene Fouquet) 

The relatively short but remarkable career of the 22-year-old Keira Knightley already has an Oscar in 2005 and nominations for the Golden Globe for Best Actress for her luminous work as Elizabeth Bennet in Joe Wright's adaptation of Pride & Prejudice. 

The number of films shot at such a young age Knightley has demonstrated not only extraordinary versatility, but also an artistic adventurous when choosing roles very different from one another. 

Knightley became known in the film by Gurinder Chadha, Bend It Like Beckham, as a teenage football player Jules Paxton with Parminder K. Nagra. Then it was cast by director Gore Verbinski and producer Jerry Bruckheimer to portray Elizabeth Swann alongside Johnny Depp plays Captain Jack Sparrow, Orlando Bloom who plays Will Turner and Geoffrey Rush who plays Captain Barbossa in 2003 worldwide hit Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl. Proving that is as beautiful as a young acting talent and was again aristrócata Elizabeth in Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest and Pirates of the Caribbean: AT WORLD'S END, both films directed by Verbinski and produced by Bruckheimer. 

After finishing Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl, was devoted to the production of another epic work of Jerry Bruckheimer Films, King Arthur, in which she played Guinevere. Directed by Antoine Fuqua, the film starred Clive Owen as Arthur. 

Released in November 2003, Knightley appeared in Richard Curtis film Love Actually in which it was part of a unique all-star cast including Colin Firth, Hugh Grant, Laura Linney, Liam Neeson, Alan Rickman and Emma Thompson. Besides acting in Pride & Prejudice-which protgonizó with Matthew Macfadyen, Brenda Blethyn, Judi Dench and Donald Sutherland-2005's found Knightley playing the controversial model Domino Harvey in Tony Scott's drama, Domino. He recently completed filming The Edge of Reason, directed by John Maybury, written by Sharman MacDonald and co-starring Sienna Miller, Cillian Murphy and Matthew Rhys. 

He made his professional debut as an actress at age 7 on British television in Royal Celebration, some of Knightley's early works include A Village Affair, Innocent Lies and Star Wars: Episode 1 - The Phantom Menace, as well as performances in the series of The Bill TV, movies, television Treasure Seekers, Coming Home, Princess of Thieves Walt Disney (in which she played Robin Hood's daughter Gwyn called) and the miniseries Oliver Twist and Doctor Zhivago in which she played Lara Antipov in the adaptation of the classic novel by Boris Pasternak. Other works include The Hole, Pure and The Jacket, a thriller in which he worked with Adrien Brody. 

She is the daughter of writer Sharman Macdonald and actor Will Knightley, was born in Teddington, Middlesex, England. Knightley now lives in London. 

Koji Yakusho (Hara Jubei)  

Koji Yakusho was a star known in Japan long before Western audiences met him in the 1996 original Japanese version of Shall We Dance? Yakusho's performance as a businessman workaholic who has a secret passion helped the film was a tremendous box office success in the United States. Recently, Nobu Yakusho played with Zhang Ziyi and Ken Watanabe in Rob Marshall's film Memoirs of a Geisha, and starred with a remarkable cast the Gutierrez Alejandro Inarritu film Babel. 

Undoubtedly one of the most talented actors of his time, Yakusho won recognition for its strong performance in several Japanese films. In 1983, Oda Nobunaga Yakusho played in the NHK drama of Tokugawa Ieyasu. Its strong presence captivated the audience and threw the center of the scene. In 1988, he won his first starring role in the film Another Way, and in 1989 won his first Academy Award for his role in Japanese Ororo of no shita (Under Aurora). He starred in three films in 1996: Shall We Dance?, And Shabu Nemuru gokudo otoko, and scored a total of 14 major awards for Best Actor. After his success with, Shall We Dance? in Japan, the film was released in 1997 in the United States. His performance caught the attention of American audiences and the film quickly became the highest grossing Japanese film in the United States in the history of cinema. The same year, Yakusho won many prestigious awards for his performance in the film by Yoshimitsu Morita Paradise Lost (Shitsurakuen) in the case of Masato Harada Bounce Ko Gals, the Cure Kiyoshi Kurosawa and Shohei Imamura of Unagi (The Eel) , which won a Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival. In 1998, in recognition of his talent and achievement, was honored by the Minister of Education of Japan. 

Kiyoshi Kurosawa's film Charisma was elected to the Director's Fortnight at the Cannes Film Festival 1999. The following years, the films were released Shinji Aoyama and Shohei Imamura Eureka Akaihashi nurui no shita no mizu (Warm Water Under a Red Bridge) also in the Cannes Film Festival. Yakusho won the award for Outstanding Lead Actor for his performance in Akaihashi no shita no mizu nurui in the International Film Festival Chicago. In 2000, Kon Ichikawa's film Dora-Heit was invited to perform at the Berlin Film Festival. Yakusho The brilliant performance of these famous films is attracting worldwide attention. 

Yakusho starred in Kurosawa's Doppelganger, which premiered at the Pusan Film Festival in 2003 and Warai no daigaku (University of Laughs) and Aoyama's film Lakeside Murder Case-both were premiered at the Pusan Film Festival in 2004, and the successful thriller about World War II Lorelei: The Witch of the Pacific Ocean and Koki Mitani The Uchoten Hotel, the hit 2006 comedy. 

Among the first acts of Yakusho is its role in the movie gangster of Juzo Itami, 1985, Tampopo. The actor was born in Isahaya, Nagasaki Prefecture. 

ALFRED MOLINA (Baldabiou)  

Alfred Molina is a versatile actor with more than 70 motion pictures, television and theater to his credit.  

Molina recently starred in the play off-Broadway in Howard Katz Patrick MAWB in the Roundabout Theatre and was last seen in the Miramax film HOAX where she starred opposite Richard Gere for director Lasse Hallstrom who also directed to Molina in Chocolat in 2000.  

In July 2007, Molina will be seen in the television series The Company produced by Sir Ridley Scott and John Calley for TNT and later this year will perform in the film The Little Traitor an adaptation of Amos Oz Prize book, Panther in the Basement, produced Marilyn Hall and written and directed by Lynn Roth. Furthermore, in the fall, HBO will release the film As You Like It where she stars with Bryce Dallas Howard for director Kenneth Branagh. 

In 2006 DA VINCI CODE Molina starred for director Ron Howard and Sony Pictures, he also worked for such a study in 2004 for director Sam Raimi. He also appeared in Mark Taper Forum of The Cherry Orchard with Annette Bening. His stage work was widely recognized with two Tony Award nominations, for Fiddler on the Roof and for Art, as well as an award and a Drama Desk Award Outer Critics Circle Award for Art  

Other works include Frida, with Salma Hayek, Edward Norton, Geoffrey Rush and Ashley Judd, for which he received nominations for Best Supporting Actor for BAFTA, the Screen Actors Guild, the Chicago Film Critics Association and the Broadcast Critics Association. Molina also appeared in Columbia's thriller IDENTITY, starring John Cusack, Ray Liotta, Amanda Peet, the Jim Jarmusch film Coffee and Cigarettes and the Miramax release of Undertaking Betty, a comedy with Brenda Blethyn, Naomi Watts and Christopher Walken 

Molina made his film debut with a small role in RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK and then in a role as a Soviet sailor in Letter to Brezhnev. The role that made him famous was in 1987 when he portrayed Kenneth Halliwell, the tragic lover of Joe Orton in Prick Up Your Ears. In 1998, Molina won awards for her powerful performance in Paul Thomas Anderson film Boogie Nights, which won the Screen Actors Guild. His other films are The Imposters, Anna Karenina, SPECIES, THE PEREZ FAMILY, MAVERICK, ENCHANTED APRIL, PETE'S METEOR, NOT WITHOUT MY DAUGHTER, DUDLEY DO-RIGHT and TEXAS RANGERS. For television, Molina was a producer and actor for the CBS sitcom Ladies Man, co-starred with Sharon Lawrence and Betty White. 

Molina made his Broadway debut in 1998 in the play Tony Award-winning Art with Alan Alda and Victor Garber. In addition to her Tony Award nomination for Best Actor, won the Drama Desk Award for his performance and production was honored with an Outer Critics Circle Award. Starred in off-Broadway in Molly Sweeney, which was honored with a nomination for the award Theatre World Award and Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Performance. His other theater credits include roles in two productions the National Theatre, Night of the Iguana, and David Mamet's Speed the Plow, for which he was nominated for an Olivier Award for Best Comedic Performance and Serious Money for the Theatre Royal Court and the West End. Molina also received an Olivier Award nomination for his performance in Oklahoma at the Palace Theatre.  

Miki Nakatani (Madame Blanche)

One of the most popular actresses in Japan, Miki Nakatani recently gained much recognition for Densha otoko (Train Man). Was nominated for a Japanese Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for Yojiro Takita's drama gishi Mibu den (When the Last Sword is Drawn), and previously starred in Mai Takano horror film Ringu Hideo Nakata (The Ring) Ringu 2 (The Ring 2) and Joji Iida Rasen (Ring: Spiral) and Chaos Nakata's film, which starred with June Kunimura, who also works in Silk - Portrait of Love 

Mark Rendall (Ludovic)

Mark Rendall began his career by asking their parents if he could try acting. Coincidentally, at the same time, an acting company was testing for the Cameron Mackintosh production of "Oliver!". To everyone's surprise, Mark not only got the role of Spider, but also found playing the lead role on several occasions.  

Mark's first experience in theater led to several roles in television and movies, including Tales from the Neverending Story, for which he received a Gemini Award nomination; Touching Wild Horses, along with Jane Seymour, The Scream Team along Eric Idle, of Court TV's The Interrogation of Michael Crowe, in which Mark, who played Crowe in real life, was nominated for the ACTRA Award for Best Male Performance, Revelations of NBC and Bill Pullman, and Don McKellar Childstar opposite Jennifer Jason Leigh and Spirit Bear: The Simon Jackson Story by Graham Greene. 

In addition to Silk - Portrait of Love, Mark will be seen this year in two other films: Charlie Bartlett

alongside Anton Yelchin and Robert Downey Jr,, and 30 Days Of Night starring Josh Hartnett and Danny Huston.

KENNETH WELSH (Mayor Joncour) 

One of the best players in the country, Kenneth Welsh was only 26 when he won the role of "Hamlet" at the Stratford Festival. With over seven seasons at Stratford, also starred as "Edgar", "Benedick", "Octavia" and "Macduff" among others. Then spent four seasons at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis and at the Goodman in Chicago, won in 1977 the Jefferson Award for Best Actor for the Goodman Theatre production of Arthur VI. Welsh then went on to Broadway where she played The Inspector General, Whose Life Is It Anyway?, The Real Thing, Piaf, Social Security, and the original production of Frankie and Johnny In The Clair De Lune. 

Welsh was tempted again to go to Canada to play the role Gemini Award-winning "James Munro" in the CBC television series Empire, Inc. Since then, won Gemini Awards for his roles as "Colin Thatcher" in the miniseries Love And Hate, "Michael Schottland" in Deadly Betrayal: The Bruce Curtis Story, "President Harry S Truman" on Hiroshima, and "Eddie" in And Then You Die. He received a Genie for Best Supporting Actor for his role in "Angus" in the film Margaret's Museum, a nomination for an Emmy for his role in Edison: The Wizard Of Light, and nominations for the Gemini Award for her performance in Scandalous Me : The Jacqueline Susann Story and Grand Larceny.

In the last two years, Welsh worked on The Aviator, directed by Martin Scorcese, Miracle, with Kurt Russell and The Day After Tomorrow, starring Dennis Quaid, as well as television movies H2O: The Last Prime Minister, Ice Bound with Susan Sarandon, Eloise At The Plaza, with Julie Andrews, The Pentagon Papers with James Spader, and Our Fathers, with Ted Danson.

Other works are: Absolute Power, Legends Of The Fall, Crocodile Dundee II, The Freshman, Loyalties, Lost, Perfectly Normal, Another Woman and Heartburn, the External Affairs TV movie based on the work of Findley Timothey "The Stillborn Lover "and episodes of This Is Wonderland, The Practice, Twitch City, The Outer Limits, Due South, The X-Files and Law And Order. Welsh is also known for his dark role as FBI agent become a serial murderer in "Wyndom Earle" in the acclaimed series Twin Peaks David Lynchac.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

François Girard (Director)

Innovative, adventurous and challenging is the work of writer / director François Girard has the conveyed traditional boundaries. Film, theater, opera and concerts, commercials and video installations, projects Girard won over 80 awards in addition to public recognition worldwide. 

In 1993, his acclaimed Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould created a new format in the scene. Five years later, with Oscar-winning The Red Violin was established further as a renowned figure of the cinema, music, history, drama and romance, and it crystallized many of his artistic passions. 

Girard also adapted for television works by Gilles Maheu Dortoir Le, Le Jardin Des Ombres & Souvenirs d'Othello, the concert film of Peter Gabriel's Secret World, which won a Grammy Award, The Sound of the Carceri, one of the six episodes the acclaimed television series Yo Yo Ma Inspired by Bach, and several installations in museums and galleries. 

The productions of Girard 's Oedipus Rex / Symphony of Psalms by Stravinsky and work Novecento, author of Silk Alessandro Baricco and Seven Deadly Sins / Lindberghflugh earned him three consecutive awards for Best Production Herald Angels in the Edinburgh Festival. 

Among The Red Violin and Silk - Portrait of a Love, Girard made the staging of the work of Franz Kafka's The Trial, the modern oratorio Lost Objects in the Brooklyn Academy of Music and Siegfried Wagner's opera for the Opera Company Canadian. 

NIV Fichman (Producer)

Niv Fichman is a founding partner of Rhombus Media, is one of the most respected producers of the medium. 

Fichman produced almost all the work of Rhombus, more than 200 films in the last 29 years. It is responsible for highly successful movies such as Evan Marc film Snow Cake, Childstar Don McKellar and Olivier Assayas' Clean, a co-production featuring French-Canadian Maggie Cheung, Nick Nolte and Beatrice Dalle, and which won the Palme Cheung the Best Actress at the Cannes Film Festival in 2004. Fichman also produced the Oscar-winning The Red Violin and Last Night, Long Day's Journey Into Night, Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould and September Songs. TV produjoYo-Yo Ma: Inspired by Bach, a six-part series that premiered worldwide with great success. In the past 29 years Rhombus productions received literally hundreds of awards including an Academy Award, Emmy-award primetime Emmys, many Geminis, Genies, a pair of Golden Prague and Golden Roses. 

Fichman production is an adaptation of the novel by Nobel Prize winner Joe Saramago "Blindness" with acclaimed director Fernando Meirelles, starring Julianne Moore, Mark Ruffalo, Danny Glover and Gael Garcia Bernal. His latest film, Snow Cake , a co-production in the United Kingdom and Canada was recently selected as the first feature film at the International Film Festival in Berlin, then was released worldwide. 

Besides being a producer, he directed several productions Rhombus Fichman, including Crossing Bridges, Struggle for Hope, Marcelo Alvarez: In Search of Gardel and World Drums. Recently co-directed (with Barbara Willis Sweete) and produced a special presentation by musician singer Aselin Debison. 

More recently, we saw the third and final season of Slings and Arrows, a comedy series presented at the Sundance Channel in the U.S. and worldwide. Other recent productions include The Saddest Music in the World, Guy Maddin film starring Isabella Rossellini, Mark McKinney and Maria de Madeiros and Childstar and Clean. 

Besides his work in Rhombus, Fichman recently completed eight years as a member of the International Film Festival in Toronto. Received the degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa), University of York in June 1998. 

NADINE LUQUE (Producer)

Nadine Luque founded the company in 2002, Vice Versa Films. Born in Spain, studied in London. He started in films through sales, representing Carlos Saura's El Dorado and The Ages of Lulu by Bigas Luna. 

Luque studied film at the European Commission's Media Business School, and when he returned to London Arista Story Editor Workshops conducted under the coordination of Lord David Puttnam, with the support of the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA). 

In 1998, Luque was the Vice President Lolafilms production. There he oversaw the production of films like the acclaimed John Malkovich The Dancer Upstairs, Christopher Monger The Girl From Rio, Susan Seidelman's Gaudi Afternoon, Manolo Gomez Pereira The Three Tenors, Fernando Trueba and Rain Spell Shanghai, directed by Katherine Lindberg with executive producer Martin Scorsese. 

After founding Vice Versa Films, Luque co-produced the film by Gabriele Muccino Ricoriati di me (Remember Me) with Fandango Films and Buena Vista in France. Vice Versa is also producing the latest album by Nitin Sawhney, his first orchestral album with modern music for a silent film A Throw of the Dice by Franz Osten, BFI Archives. This is the first of several that produced silent films using music Luque renowned musicians from around the world. The premiere of the project was held in London at the Barbican Centre on April 21, 2006, with the London Symphony Orchestra. 

Domenico Procacci (Producer)

Domenico Procacci leads Fandango, one of the most adventurous production companies. Films produced by Fandango won numerous awards at international festivals such as Cannes, Locarno, Berlin, Venice, Rotterdam, Toronto, Seattle and Sundance. 

Procacci won the David di Donatello for Best Producer for loved movies, Gabriele Muccino's L'ultimo bacio (The Last Kiss), which also won awards for director, the actress, editing and sound recording and Respiro (Grazia's Island). Fandango productions of The Corsican dell'innocente (The Flight of the Innocent) and due coccodrilli Come (Like Two Crocodiles) received nominations for Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Film. 

Other productions and co-production of Fandango, which received multiple awards and nominations David di Donatello Ciak d'Oro are: La Stazione (The Station), Radiofreccia (Radio Nights), L'Imbalsamatore (The Embalmer) Velocite 'Massimo (V -Max) and Muccino Ricordati di me (Remember Me). Fandango produced all of Gabriele Muccino's films prior to their first effort in English, Pursuit of Happyness. Recently, Le conseguenza dell'Amore (The Consequence of Love) won five David di Donatello Awards, including Best Picture and Best Director by Paolo Sorrentino. Fandango is the producer of Sorrentino 2006 premiere of L'Amico di Famiglia. 

In addition to acclaimed Italian films, Procacci ay Fandango had a large presence in Australia since 1992, among his film credits include Rolf de Heer Bad Boy Bubby, Epsilon, The Quiet Room, Dance Me to My Song and Ten Canoes. Fandango Australia was founded in 2002 to continue producing films in this country, among them is Richard Lowenstein's film He Died With A Falafel In His Hand. Other international productions include Fandango Procacci and Milcho Manchevski of Dust, Wong Kar-Wai, Steven Soderbergh and Michelangelo Antonioni Eros, and Ermanno Olmi, Abbas Kiarostami and Ken Loach Tickets.  

Domenico Procacci also founded Free Fandango (Fandango Books), which published the latest novel by the author of Silk Alessandro barrel, Questa Storia (This Story), in November 2005. 

MICHAEL GOLDING (Writer)

Michael Golding was born in Philadelphia and studied at Duke, Oxford, and University of California at Irvine, where he was a member of the prestigious Program in Writing. He began his career as an actor, appeared in several plays off-Broadway and played Romeo for the Joseph Papp production of Romeo and Juliet. In 1994, his first novel, Simple Prayers, was published by Warner Books, and then was translated into ten languages. Martin Scorsese is producing the film version for which Golding wrote the script in Paramount Vantage. His second novel, Benjamin's Gift, was published in 1999. His original screenplay Juice was chosen by Sony Pictures. Adapting his screenplay The Beggar King, based on the memoirs of Joel ben Izzy, is in development at United Artists. The translation of the work of Alessandro Baricco's Novecento, which was directed by collaborator of Silk François Girard , which opened at the Edinburgh Festival in 2002, and will be produced in the West End of London in 2008. 

Golding lived in New York, London, Paris, Venice and Moscow. He now lives in Sierra Nevada in Northern California. 

Alain Dostie (Director of Photography)

Alain Dostie won Genie Awards, the highest award for Outstanding Achievement in Film Canada for their two previous collaborations with François Girard , Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould and The Red Violin. He received nominations for Les Fous de Bassan and Robert Lepage's Le Confessional. Dostie also won a Jutra Award for his work in The Red Violin, and was nominated for 15 fevrier 1839. 

The Dostie film career began in the late 60s and currently already has more than 50 credits in both dramas and documentaries, mainly in Quebec. Among his films are L'As du rodeo, La Maudite galette, Tendresse ordinaire, Ping-pong, Les Vautours, Pour le meilleur et pour le pire, Le Soleil slight retard, Elvis Gratton: Le king des kings, Iron Eagle II, Perfectly Normal, Le Party, L'Arche de verre, Octobre, The Vengeance of the femme en noir, The Assistant, Elvis Gratton II: Miracle in Memphis and the television miniseries Nuremberg. 

FRANCOIS SEGUIN (Production Designer)

Francois Seguin is one of the best known artists in their field in Canada. He won the Genie for his role in Denys Arcand's film Jesus of Montreal, in François Girard the Red Violin, Souvenirs intimes, Possible Worlds and Come l'America, and was nominated by Night Magic, Exit, Marie s'en va-t-en ville, Being at Home with Claude, Leolo and La Sarrasine. Seguin also won a Jutra Award for The Red Violin. 

Other work included Denys Arcand Seguin The Barbarian Invasions and The Age of Ignorance, Love & Human Remains by Alan Parker Mrs. Parker and Vicious Circle, Afterglow, Voices, Mother Night, Grace of My Heart, Love! Valour! Compassion!, Levity, Denys Arcand's The Barbarian Invasions, Shattered Glass, The Greatest Game Ever Played and Lucky Number Slevin, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2006. 

BROADCAST FRIGATE (Art Director - Italy)

Issue Frigato was production designer Italian productions such as Il Master L'Attesa, La Verita, vi prego, sull'amore, Il Transform, L'Acqua ... il fuoco and television RIS - Delitti imperfetti. Frigato was also art director for Il Gioco delle ombre, mutande pazze and Costa Gavras' Amen. 

FUMI OGAWA (Director of Arts - Japan)

Fumio Ogawa brings experience to create the staging of the period that lies Silk - Portrait of a Love nominacions Ogawa won three of the Japanese Academy for Best Art Director for Yamato Takeru, Tenshu monogatari and Whiteout. Also won the Mainichi Film Concours for both films Kaza-hana and Koki Mitani Minna no ie (Everybody's Home). 

Ogawa was also art director on the film Mitani Radio no jikan (Welcome Back, Mr. McDonald), the Luminance Somai Shinji Woman, the film kurah Yojo Koreyoshi no jidai (See You) and Furusato, Gunhan, 13 kaidan, Bokunchi and Toukou or ki. Ogawa also was production designer joku Irasshaimase Tokyo Ah haru (wait and see) Kaza-hana and Hush! 

For theater, Ogawa designed Neptune Cottage for Nissay Theatre, Les Enfants du Paradis for the Toho Theater, and Tensyu Story of Kabuki-za, which was later filmed by the legend Tamasaburo Bando. 

Carlo Poggioli (Costume Designer - Italy)

Carlo Poggioli left his mark on their creative designs for films like Cold Mountain, Secret Passage, Van Helsing, The Brothers Grimm, Doom and Eragon. For television, Poggioli designed the costumes for Jason and the Argonauts and the miniseries The Mists of Avalon. 

Poggioli was assistant costume designer on The Adventures of Baron Munchausen, then ascended position in films like Indochine, The Español Patient, Dangerous Beauty and Les Miserables, and was associate costume designer in A Midsummer Night's Dream and The Talented Mr. Ripley . 

Kazuko Kurosawa (Costume Designer - Japan)

Kazuko Kurosawa is a talented artist who takes pride in his famous surname. Her first job was in three films directed by his father, the legendary Akira Kurosawa: Dreams, Rhapsody in August and Madadayo (Not Yet).  

Kurosawa designed the costumes for two films based on plays by Akira Kurosawa, agaru Ame (After the Rain), directed by Takashi Koizumi and miteita wa Umi (The Sea is Watching), directed by Kei Kumai. He also designed costumes for Koizumi's film dayori Amida-do (Letter from the Mountain) and more recently, Takeshi Kitano Zatoichi film and acclaimed samurai films of Yoji Yamada, Tasogare seibo (The Twilight Samurai) and Kakushi-ken: oni no Tsume ( The Hidden Blade).

